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TIME SESSION
08.00 - 9.00 Registration & Welcome Refreshments

09.00 - 10.00

Keynote address: Protecting the right to education and Children’s Rights during Armed 
Conflict 

This keynote session will set the tone for the Conference by underscoring the centrality 
of protecting children’s rights and ensuring safe, quality education in situations of armed 
conflict. It will reinforce States’ obligations and highlight the urgent need for stronger 
collective action to safeguard education from attack.

Objectives: 

•	 Setting the scene for the Conference by highlighting the centrality of the right to 
	 education, children’s rights and child protection in armed conflict and reinforcing States’ 
	 obligations.
•	 Call for high-level commitment to stronger legal, policy, and operational measures to 
	 protect education and uphold children’s rights during war and insecurity.

10:00 - 11.30

High-Level Opening Ceremony and Commitment Session: Securing the present and future 
of safe education 

The High-Level Opening Ceremony and Commitment Session will inaugurate the 
Conference, commemorating a decade of collective action to safeguard education in 
conflict. The session will honor progress achieved while underscoring the urgent need for 
renewed political will and concrete actions as attacks on schools and universities continue 
to escalate globally. By translating commitments into concrete pledges, leaders and partners 
will lay the foundation for the Nairobi Action Plan, a roadmap charting the way forward to 
protect education from attack. 

Objectives: 

•	 Mobilize renewed high-level political will and concrete commitments to advance 
	 the protection of education from attack and the implementation of the Safe Schools 
	 Declaration.
•	 Encourage states and partners to adopt time-bound and forward-looking actions that 
	 safeguard safe, inclusive, and resilient learning environments for all, which will inform the 
	 Nairobi Action Plan.

11:30 - 11.45 Group Photo & Networking Break

11.45 - 13.00

Voices from the ground Forum - Voices from Conflict-Affected children, youth, teachers, and 
communities

This session will serve as a platform to hear from children, youth, teachers, and community 
leaders to ensure alignment between the local and global levels. It will underscore the 
importance of local actors to ensure the relevance and impact of the SSD.

Objectives: 

•	 Provide a platform for children, youth, teachers, and communities affected by conflict to 
	 share firsthand experiences of attacks on education and their impacts.
•	 Amplify local perspectives to inform global policy discussions and inspire more inclusive, 
	 context-driven responses to protect education in conflict settings.

Day 1 – Progress and challenges on strengthening implementation 
of the Safe Schools Declaration
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TIME SESSION
13.00-14.00 Lunch Break

14.00 - 15.30

Plenary Session: Global stock-taking - Achievements, Challenges, Status of SSD 
endorsement and implementation 

With 121 endorsements, the SSD has catalyzed changes in laws, policies, and practices 
around the world. Yet, challenges persist, including increasing attacks on education, gaps 
in accountability for violations, and the rise of military use of schools and universities. As 
the SSD marks a decade of progress, this plenary session will take stock of achievements, 
highlight lessons learned, and identify areas where renewed action is most urgently needed.

Objectives:

•	 Assess global progress in endorsing and implementing the Safe Schools Declaration over 
	 the past decade, including trends in attacks on education and protection efforts.
•	 Identify persistent challenges—such as accountability and enforcement gaps—and share 
	 reflections from signatory states and partners to guide future action.

15.30-16.00 Health Break

16.00 - 17.30

Solution Showcase: Innovations in Multisectoral Domestication of the Safe Schools 
Declaration: concrete examples from SSD technical committees, new models of 
coordination, partnerships and financing.

States and partner organizations have developed innovative approaches to domesticate 
and implement the SSD, often through cross-sectoral collaboration and inclusion of related 
initiatives, national coordination committees, and diverse financing mechanisms. This 
session will showcase these experiences and highlight linkages with the SSD that can inspire 
and inform other states, fostering peer learning and stronger global uptake.

Objectives:

•	 Highlight innovative practices, coordination models, and financing mechanisms that have 
	 strengthened national implementation of the Safe Schools Declaration.
•	 Promote cross-sectoral collaboration by showcasing successful examples from SSD 
	 technical committees and multi-stakeholder partnerships.

17.30 - 19.00 Cultural Evening Reception
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TIME SESSION
08.00 - 9.00 Registration & Welcome Refreshments
9.00-9.15 Day 1 Harvest - quick recap on the first day and diving into day 2

9.15 - 10.45

Plenary Session: Gendered impacts of attacks on education and gender-responsive 
implementation of the SSD 

Gendered violence in education settings during armed conflict remains one of the most 
under-addressed yet pervasive protection concerns globally. This session will respond to 
growing international calls for greater attention to gender and survivor-informed action 
within the SSD framework.

Objectives:

•	 Examine the specific ways in which attacks on education affect learners and educators 
	 differently based on gender.
•	 Share strategies and good practices for gender-responsive implementation of the Safe 
	 Schools Declaration to ensure inclusive protection and recovery.

10.45 - 11.15 Health Break

11.15 - 12.45

Plenary Session: Protecting schools and universities from military use: upholding 
international humanitarian law and the key role of armed actors in preserving the civilian 
character of educational facilities during armed conflict 

This panel will convene experts and practitioners, including from armed forces, to discuss 
the limits imposed by international humanitarian law on the military use of educational 
facilities and to highlight recent developments and best practices – such as practical 
measures, training, laws, and policies – aimed at implementing the Guidelines and 
protecting schools and universities from military use during armed conflict. 

Objectives:

•	 Examine the military use of educational facilities under international humanitarian law 
	 and how the Guidelines can enhance respect for IHL obligations and help prevent future 
	 violations.
•	 Examine the critical role of armed forces, armed groups, defence alliances, and 
	 peacekeeping missions in preventing and addressing the military use of educational 
	 facilities.
•	 Promote good practices (including practical measures, training, and policies) to 
	 strengthen compliance with international humanitarian and human rights law and the 	
	 Safe Schools Declaration and its Guidelines on military use.

12.45 - 13.45 Lunch Break

Day 2 – Strengthening Global Commitments and 
Accountability for Safe Education 
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TIME SESSION

13.45 - 15.15

Plenary Session:  Ensuring greater accountability for attacks on education 

Attacks on education remain a grave yet under-prosecuted violation of international 
law, undermining the right to education, threatening children’s safety, and destabilizing 
communities. This session will showcase both promising practices and urgent gaps in 
accountability, with a strong call to action: to demand justice for victims and galvanize 
Member States and the international community to do more to end impunity for attacks on 
education. 

Objectives:

•	 Explore strategies to ensure that States and individual perpetrators are held to account 
	 through legal, policy, and advocacy mechanisms at national and international levels.
•	 Encourage States to report on SSD implementation within existing reporting mechanisms 
	 (SDGs VNRs, Treaty Bodies, UPR etc.)
•	 Encourage international mechanisms to enhance political accountability, by issuing more 
	 systematic recommendations on SSD and follow up to existing resolutions and standards 
	 Foster dialogue between states and civil society to strengthen investigations, reporting, 	
	 and responses that uphold justice for affected learners and educators.

15.15 - 15.45 Health Break

15.45 - 17.15

Plenary Session: Mobilizing resources & partnerships to accelerate SSD implementation and 
Sustainable Development Goals to 2030 

With only five years remaining to achieve SDG 4, escalating attacks on education and 
widening financing gaps make protecting learning more urgent than ever. This session 
will bring together governments, donors, multilateral partners, and regional platforms to 
mobilize innovative resources and forge stronger partnerships for Safe Schools Declaration 
implementation.

Objectives:

•	 Identify innovative financing mechanisms and strategic partnerships to support effective 
	 and sustainable implementation of the Safe Schools Declaration.
	 Discuss alignment of resource mobilization efforts with the Sustainable Development 
	 Goals, ensuring safe and inclusive education for all by 2030.

17.15 - 18.00

Closing Ceremony – Key takeaways and way forward.  

The closing ceremony will mark the culmination of two days of intensive dialogue, 
commitment-making, and collective action planning. It will present the outcome summary 
of all the discussion and lay the way forward for the protection of education from attack.
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